836

RUGGED

AND

RAGGED

Spray and rough weather shortened this year's Cornish 100
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(Ahove): The Swedish Silva magnetic compass fitted to the

Kelvin Black Flash and protected by a cellar of foam rubher. to 50 but PT‘O\-"(IEd once and for all that mOder_n runa??uu

This position is not zood for a steering compass as the can really take it. A 14 footer took the trcphy in conditions
card is almost impossihle to read from the drivinz seat. that would have Stopped many b]gger heftier craft

By GUY HUMMEL

HE second Cornish 100 produced probably the heaviest going
that small power boats have experienced in offshore racing
——craft as small as 14 foot overall I mean. This was not from
gale force winds (there was a Force 4) but just from the sheer
brutality of a heavy swell and a breaking sea. Bob Franks and his
crew Margaret Walker wen in their Glastron 14ft. runabout
powered by a Mercury 100. It beats me how anybody could have
the nerve to drive a 14 ft. cpen runabout i1n those conditions—
but the two of them did it and got there first.

Second overall came Brian Hendicott and Tony Groves in a
Boston Whaler powered by a Mercury 65 and entered by Driver
Marine Ltd. Third was Ian Hardie and Dick Reid in a 21iL
Osprey built and entered by the Ponsharden Shipyard of Fal-
mouth and powered by an Evinrude 90. Bob Franks took the
Class A award, Ray Potter Class B. and lan Hardie Class C

Of the twenty-one which bravely went out to mill on Sunday
cmt : i ; afternoon in the lee of the south-western arm of Falmouth
(Above): Geoff Tohert's Owens Kent is fitted with two Harbour ready for the start off Pendennis Point Light only nine
'rainszalit;r; tTho!-; ;::lelfw;sAsrt?l.elr‘g::"trlﬁar?.wﬁy?: n?algit;ém:ﬁ: i were to retire in the gruelling condisiur_ls. Even in the _]ee of the

a pair of standard magnetic compasses, south-wesiern point of Falmouth Harbour the going was rough,
really rough.
The Start

At 1.15 p.m. John Blue in his “Blue Musketeer”, acting as Pied
Piper. led the intrepid twenty-one in their flying start and as
he worked up to racing speed the little fleet followed, bouncing
and jolting. throwing up sheets of white spray against the dark
blue of the sea. Then “Blue Musketeer” turned away and each
little chip was on its own.

Clear ot the lee of the land they really hit the rough stuff.
Here they took the full force of a wicked south-westerly swell
knocked up by a Force 4 wind all the way from the Western
Approaches. The swell was running four to fnve feet from trough
to crest and was superimposed by a sea roughly south-westerly
in direction but confused and breaking, with white horses very
much in evidence.

Geofl Tobert in the Owens Kent “Golden Goose™ led over the
line as the flag dropped on “Blue Musketeer™. He was followed
by Bob Franks in the Glusiron and Brian Hendicor in the
Buston Whaler. However. despite his fine start Geoff was not
too happy about things in general and retired soon after the
start. rather than risk having 1o be towed home.

(Above): The siting of the Magnasyn repeater on the dash- . nir Ay Snech: a A 2 5
hoard of the 17ft. Glastron. A better position would have I,—\‘rlhur Brrm\" 1 ]‘h_e _A‘ L‘ﬂh%.ﬂi;{d]‘\\.ils “e”’uP_ “,l!h lhfdlcd_der’
been Just above the moulded instrument facia where the when he started the run to the Manacles. He experienced exces-
driver’'s eyes would not have to refocus to the same extent sive cavitation so decided to retire o, The Avon 15 footer driven
hetween watching the sea ahead and the compass. Once Sy W, Pearce also suffered in the same way and also retired.
again this repeater type was backed up with a standard = &t 3

crid ass (helow).
grid compass (below) Round the Manacles

Bob Franks led arcund the Manacles mark, followed by Brian
Hendicott and lan Hardie in the Osprey. in the increasingly
steep swell. The distance from the Manacles to Looe is 27 miles
and the swell increased. running seven to eight feet high. Doug
Norvall in the Cheetah Cat was going well until the sea pounded
a hole in his bridge deck which let in the tide. so he had to
nurse her into Looe.

About halfway along this 27-mile haul the Evinrude 40 on the
back of the hovercraft, No. 200 Dynacraft (in for the fun of it for
she could not qualify for a prize) suddenly stopped and no
efforts on the part of her crew could re-start. Fortunately for
Phillips and Amos, a local boat-owner (who would not give his
name) was handy in his diesel-powered cruiser. He towed the
Dynacraft to safety.

‘At about the same time the bolts anchoring the steering gear
sheaves on Sven Ulander’s big 17ft. Glastron sheared and his
steering packed it in. He had to call it 2 day. He got back to
Falmouth only by dint of lashing his two Evinrude 90s together
as best he could and steering by hand (also as best he could) a
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The start boat peels away and the Cornish 100 is under way. Here Arthur Brown, who
was later to retire, drives his Merc.-powered Avon in hot pursuit of A. Biggins' Owens
Kent urged along by an Evinrude 75. He was to finish seventh overall.

very wearisome business anyway and more than unpleasant in
those head seas.

As the back markers made their easting the swell got worse
and off Looe was running up t 8/t from trough to crest and the
driving technique here (if vou can call it that) was this way:
from the bottom of a trough. surrounded by nothing but surging
hlack blue water you pray hard and give her all you've got to
climb that apparendy insurmountable hill in front. When and if
vou get to the top and can see daylight again you Keep on
praying and try to work vour throttles so that you “surf ride”
the top of the swell that you can see marching inexorably in the
general direction you want o go and do it without broaching.

This performance is heart-stopping in itsell so you go on
praying as the swell leaves vou and you sink into the depths once
more. Then it's more gun and climb again and “surf™ again and
s0 on to the hitter. salt-wracked end. I ke my battered. salt-
stained bowler off to those bovs who finished the race. Think of
it—all this in a fourteen footer. What il music stops?

Actually Ted Daly. driving Kelvins Black Flash. o regular
performer in these events did lose music in these hairy condi-
tions. He had started lat=—about 20 minutes after the field—
which he caught up at the Manacles. He rounded in company
with four others which inciuded Biggins in No, 119 (the Owens
Kent) and off they set on the long haul to Looe. the Kelvin
leading and the Kent in company about a quarter mile astern.

In the worsening conditions with no other craft in sight in the
longitude of Dodman Poini—bang—the filter bowl of Daly’s
Evinrude 75. weni and music ceased forthwith. As he strove to
prevent a broach, Biggins (119) coming up astern. missed him by
a coat of paint and disappeared in the welter of sea ahead. com-
pletely unaware of the trouble. So there was the liule Kelvin
alone out on a very wet and rough limb with nothing in sight
but heaving sea and a few sailing yachts miles away inshore.

Black Flash started to ship water so Daly and his crew. Head-
ford started bailing and burning a flare or two—hopelully.
Nothing happened and it began to seem awfully lonely out there.
After an hour of this, things began to look ugly. What had hap-
pened to all those fourteen rescue boats they had heard so much
about before the race?

Luckily the guardian angel of outboarding coons {probably
the same one which looks after drunken sailors) took over be-
cause after another half hour of acute discomfort a craft loomed
up close enough to see the last two flares which had hurriedly
been let off.

The guardian angel was aboard the torpedo recovery vessel
TR.V.3 of the Royal Naval Auxiliary Service on passage from
her base at Plymouth to Falmouth to carry out exercises with a
sub. So our wet and weary mariners were hauled aboard, Black

D. Wynne's Mark Baroda of American design featured a
low soft chine and was powered by a Mercury 50. She
filled tenth place.
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Flash waken in tow and both arrived in Falmouth at 7 p.m. in
time for the reception.
Shorter Course

Meanwhile let's go back to the race. At 3 p.m. because of the
worsening weather the signal went out to shorten course and the
Lovs markers hoisted the appropriate signal—too late for the
four leaders to see before theyv set course for Rame Head. So
they put up with more of this medicine than necessary.

A mile from the finish at Looe the Osprey. which was now in
second place. sheared the anchorage holis of her Teleflex steering
gear due probably to the inherent backlush on the wheel of this
gear causing undue strain by “sawing” in the following sea.
This lost her her second piace and she came in with lan Hardie
holding it in place as best he could.

Other casualties in this area were No. 144, the Arkansas Tra-
veller driven by S. Kinsley. She sulfered not only from excessive
caviation but he found that his fuel ank was sited o lfar for-
ward giving him a by the head™ trim. He decided to retire and
punched his way back to Falmouth in that w icked head sea.

The Dorsett Catalina driven by J, Newman swarted out with
that <200 worth of Pye electronic equipment on board which had
beery nstalled by Pye and and fixed with self-tapping screws in
spite of all entreates to use through-bolts. The result was that
sparks hegan to fly around before the Manacles turn and by the
time thev had made Dodman Point things were falling about so
they decided to retire.

The other Dorsett. the Lexington. No. 136, driven by R.
Guniher. retired at the Helford Passage when they found that
the double bottom was about t part company with the rest of
the structure. She wasn't actually making water bur they thought
it reasonuble to go home before she did!

Apart from these, the rest got w Looe safelv. 1f not comfort-
ably and the only casualty after that was Biggins in his Owens
Kent. who decided to have a bash at getting back 10 Falmouth
rather than stick in Love. He tried rock dodging as close to the
shore as he could. However. this did not protect him from those
wicked head seas. Something punctured the hull and he ran
ashore in a little cove and she sank under him, He was reported
by Coastguards at Il p.m. atter causing a considerable amount
of anxiety.

Preliminaries

The rallying point for the event was the Ponsharden Shipyard
a linle way up the creek from Falmouth where scrutineering
opened at § a.m. Chiel Marshall was S. A. Higgs of Ponsharden
Shipyard who marshalled the twenty-one starters in a row on the
hard beneath their fine chandlery showroom where the race
control was sited. Tt was from here that Tony Bik, 0.0.D., con-
trolled the race at rather long distance. (Continued overleaf)

The Dynacraft was designed and entered by Union Dyna-
mics Ltd, To the disappointment of her driver, B. Phillips,
her Evinrude packed up and she had to retire.




YACHTS AND YACHTING

Drwers seem to be preferring the British-made Unitanks to
the standard remote tanks provided by the outboard
motor manufacturers,

RUGGED AND RAGGED (Continued)

The indefatigable Bert Mew. Competitions Manager for the
Regent Oil Company (who supplied all the {uel) was there. His
big red competitions caravan was there too. Later it moved off
to a site on Pendennis Head where it did duty as a sort ol
forward race control. From its position high up on the clifis
overlooking the entrance 10 Falmouth Harbour the beginnings

of the course were under obscrvation until the flest siarted the
long haul 10 the Manaces turn for the Rame Head markers,
From this remarkable vantage point the sea looked as

innocuous as a shezt of siik on a haberdasher’s counter.

There were some new boats a5 well as the old (rieads and the
most noticezble thing was the rash of electronic compasses
sprouting everywnere, Geofl Tobert had a brand new example
called the Navigyde in “Golden Goose™. This is an American
product on the same principle as our own Magrasyn which was
much in evidence at the Inernational Power Boat Race.

This was the first offl and Geofl had tested her with cxcellent
results. The “woris™ are sited under the loredeck with the
transmiticr on the gunwale w starbaard and wo ropeaters al
the driver’s and co-driver’s seats, 1t should be available soon in
this country,

One of the Glastrons. too. sported o Magrassyn and the
Kelvins Black Flash had a Silva magnetic compass made in
Sweden

The Dorsant Lexington as already reported was packed with
tye clectronic gear. She carried a Pye Hamb'e R T set in the
alt bulkhzad o! the cabin and a Pve Clvde echo-sounder and a
Pye Portland knotmeter at the dariving positon,

A newcomer w the ULK.O.B.A, events was

recent

the Dyvnacraft

“blowbird™ built and entered by Union Dynamics Lid. of
Hamble, This interesting cralt is the first production model
after exhaustve development trials, She was fitted with fan

driven by a Villiers motor under the loredeck to give her lilt
so that the Evinrude 40 could propel her fasier through the
water, She went well at the start but retired early with engine
trouble and was towed home.

The usual swandard type of outboard motor remote fuel
tanks are gradually giving way to the larger and more robust
“Untianks™ of British make. One or mwo entries even had
tanking of their own design.

The Cheetzh Cat driven by Doug Norvall and John Chiuy is
an amazing craft. Four vears old. she has completed the course

FINAL RESULT AND ENTRY LIST

The glassfibre Arkansas Traveller is another stranger from
America. She was powered by a single 100 horse Mercury
hut failed to complete the course.

in five offshore U.K.O.B.A. events and in between times has
been in the untender hands of the staff of Commander-in-Chiefl
Portsmouth lor demonstration. She has carried 10.000 customers
round the buovs in Swanage Bay for her designer and builder
Ken Smith of Purbeck Marine—not a bad record!

Doug said afier the race that it was the ruggedest ofishore
even! he had ever tackled—that coming from Doug is guite
something.

At the drivers’ meeting the course was explained which then
was 1o take competitors from the rolling start off Pendennis
Point light 10 a wrning mark at the Manacles. then the 27 miles
in a north easterly direction 1o two turning marks off Looe.
taking them out almost to Rame Head. then a return dash for
Faimouth, However. you already know the result.

There were (0 be craft swtioned at each of the three turns
dressed overall and flving red meteorological balloons and in
the event of a shortened course being ordered the Looe markers
would fly numeral 31 over flag R. As @ result of the Southend
debacle all UK.O B.A, offshore events now include a maximum
ol three turns in the course. A wise decision,

The course was 10 be patrolled for search and rescue by
[ourteen assoried cralt recruied locally., However in the event
they didn’t seem 1o be very ubiquitous,

Where Were They?

At no time during the race did any of the casualities on the
27-mile leg from the Manacles o Looe sight any of the rescue
boats. This highhights once again the uselessness of relying on
local \u]unw"n for this important job. The lortuitous presence
of a sea-going craft in two instances during the race undoubiedly
saved them from a very nasty situation. Steering gear and stow-
age lor oflshore evenis is again u'1dcrl ned by experience in
this race. Whatever moans entrants mav have scrulineers
cannot be too strict in this respect.

After Daly was towed in by his H.M. ship. evervone in Fal-
mouth went off 10 the Mavor's recepiion with the feeling that
all had been swept up and accounted for.

At the reception the Mavor of Falmouth Councillor Bernard
Smaills made a neat speech. then | panic. Where was Tony
Biggins in "Red Goose”? As already reported it was Il pm.
before the Coastguards rang to sayv that he was 1mmolated.
holed and sunk in that little cove berween Looe and Falmouth.

So ended what the participants once home and dry and
recovered. voted “a jolly good race”

Plucing

Buoar N, Dhriver Cro- Dirfver Cralt Euvirnets) H.OP Entered by sy
107 K. Franks Miss Murgarer Walker  Glastron 14 11 Mercury 100 Eugle Murine AL 1st O.A.
24 B, Hendicon A, Groves Boston Whaler Mercury 65 Driver Marine A 2nd O.A.
134 . Hardie D. Read Faleran Ospres 11 Evinrude 90 Ponsharden Shipyard 158 rd QLA
118 ™. Fletcher — Arrow 140 Mercury 50 Norman Fleicher Al 4th O.A.
138 C. Dawson 1. Wookes Avon Speciai Mercury 100 Bristol Boms AL 5th O.A,
128 F. Shaw J. P. Jones Fleicher Merlin Johnson 90 F. Shaw AL oth O.A.
114 A Biguins B. Black Owens kent Evinrude 75 A Biggins A Tih QLA ;
90 D. Norvall J. Chits Cheetah Catamaran  Evinrude 40 (Two) Purbeck Marine AL dth O.AL 1
1246 k. Horseman 1. Morris Avon Special Mercury 100 Brisiol Boats A Gth O.A. ;
137 D. Wynne C. Browning Mark Baroda Mercury 50 D. Wynne AL 10th O.A. :
129 R. Potter D, Ward Arrow 140 R, Mercury 65 Powerboat Services B. 11th O.A. 3
108 J. Nichols D. Bradley Invicta Viscount Mercury 50 East Peckham Marine A. 12th QA :
81 G, Tobert L. Bryant Owens Kent Mercury 100 Brunswick Corp (UK.} A Reured :
96 E. Dalv M. Heacfo-d kelvins Black Flash  Evinrude 75 Kelvins Accessories Al Retired :
106 5. Ulander 1. Fleming Glastron [7 ft. Evinrude 90 (Two) Sven Ulander A, Retired :
109 E. Brown A Brown Avon Special Mercury 100 Carlyle Motors B. Retuired :
136 R. Gunther F. Sullivan Daorsett Lexington Penta 50 (Two) Dinghy Den Lid. AL Retired :
144 S. Kingsley G. Scout Arkansas Traveller Mercury 100 5. Kingsley B. Retired :
160 W. Pearce AL Grimley Avon 15 1t. Mercury 100 Bristol Boats A, Retired i
199 J. Newman E. Freeman Dorsett Catalina Evinrude 75 John Newman Marine C: Retired !
200 B. Phillips D. Amos Dvnacraft U.0Q.2 Evinrude 40 Union Dynamics — Retired




