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20 YEARS ON THE CIRCUIT
WITH JACKIE WILSON

by Christopher Wright
B.drs rscd ro be rmp. !d r rlre !vi!,s

i,rl rh.,c rhc! {!L,ki n.e_ L,.ril n)nr!o,r!

Bur tra.k r., rhc Y.llos Prnl She w.s
orfcl b! Bob lvla!. ('ho d€cnld ro n l
hlr D Nore.rber r159. nnrl lsl€pp.d nl
The boar w.s I170 .rd rhe e,,q ne. i
b.lilfdcr TilA N!cr.!r! $as Eil80. 1.1 ol
.h.c! nr rlb* .i.!s psPe.i.r Lv lo mc

fur l rlr.lqhl rli.r rhe hc l an,l gor rl
EL1 rh.95 (ldD rqlirc qdk.ur

n..o,d fg r. p nn Shr Noukln r .r. iisr
fi,)ush vJ Bob l\4a!r.rnre io$Llone
S!ir.liv.fd sp€rrr.il rlaL nb$l.g rtr,

Throttle wide open
O.c,l rhlo (.s.,, !l.ni. band hf

\vL,ppc{l ioh(llhe rhr)rrle lh.r kcpr ir
r'.lr opei, an.l rhar lvas holv hc dhle
rl ,ughoul rhe $ho ! a.. fhs. ben.lr.
buou; ir made .o .liflei(,..e he
irvei r..k rhe !lanLc Lr.n.l .lt

OLtr h!,o il d for make d rnass ve mP.cr
I rhe sForr I his (irsr rrnsof !]y l,,n ,a.!
!v.s rhe Spfis Tnrph! ...1 I Iniished .f,orr
a{ dnd ddn r win d iicc .ll !ea,

lh!ru (cr! .nc or r\r. ,cd$ir I kerr
of fLDriig a.d I .o! !h r .fbl !,,,)!!h
pctrol f(, rhrcc he.rs

'The sp.n Nas a l.r nrore crpcnsjve
lh.rr rl is.o( Jh€ spa)c larts arkl pet)oL.
aparr tronr rh!.osr. ('s! (ilfl.!Lt lo cer
hl) d ol We hnd ro rL,a. rhe rinks t.nl
.ur vafs to g€i f.uf.l rhe .oursc'lf f..r rr€ ol m!- brciktlnou!ths )n
.rclrl r.crrg.ame f) hl (hrf h(
w€{.n .nd I po. ed ,,u, rciurcer .r,rl Llc
bllrdf ro hfrsh alrhree he.B \,V! lufrrl

n! vaf Erc s laf af,l rh?r) (e .oul.l qcr
.wnv willi rl (rthour bcin! c.ughl trc uslrl
b drar rhe .id nn,rr I rl qdllons L,,m
E)lc s brorhe.r lvciklls A h!.r dlLr$
L.(ed l2 i.ps rhcn lfrr TV cinre . onr
.nrl rr trqil !p ro 25'

B..k lo lh. Winnr iag. .r!l r l{)t)l) h!
houqhr . b.nr r. .nc rlse p.rl.! ai !
w.nred Kf(,trli;s rlw D{rr! D.!r rhc h,ll
rost lrl0 .ngrn? t1(l1r nf(l rt uns rh! rer!

Slrr las. bir.l i.r! h lq.1 rlr!
hnfg .f lilf ..(l $c rane(l s ,rnlq in.fi I
(ds ri,h. b..r s rh n! l.rfr!r. uh.
trrghc.l Sir nnf! l(.rqhrd !1) n,np nr
rhc ljnrc nf{l hcrq io ltlhr ne \pr€ !€il

'we r(r)k rh€ L1 .lo. Ch. .ruf li.fh!
nfa rh! l)ar ! MDn fr,Dhv irlR w.ih,,
,Dc .\crlb(rlv !i,r{l r.r \r I bc. rc !,nL
q, . l(n .r1 prb i. r!) Thc! (eR b.rh .r
lvrr lh! C.r$.kl drb h.{l r!)1 b!!,i

Full of character
-ihc .rnrr q'is f!ll or.hdr..rcr(

C.innul,c Cur Uene..tl ,,{rli! L_onrl.l
Club uis i di.sr rr m.f !!h. wprshrl 2i)
rldrc No ore nrque.l L!rh h,nr.n!l h,s
$o)a w.s a(. Nhcn h. (.|klf t .r
llr.nd. xr (ix' bo.t rlrth nr. b...nr!! (!
hill .h drcf rh.r uns rfrc enrl 1,l ih.l

Th. b,).G tr!,r !{k L! fb,esli\s .f(i l
rm.rnbrr l(160 (as rhr ledr a l.! r.iL1l
\,trnnr fl.r.he, Llug . ir.,. I his,r.iil.n
..ilclL r. nr {l i,lled rv,nn,h,nu (rh
rlhft,s ass. cficr.tl ihe h!l trr ,he B!.r
Buklos lr.lls..d i,, n'!,1 \..rr h !h .n l|r

nr.!l rre :hd rntDPrxrl

Wr !,n rh!i, b,,uqhr ifii n, d .
{.cess!f.l ho.is nri rh! rrtrt.hn.qdlL
i l{)62 ,!h!. Chi, r! sh€phent ,i,,s!rrj.rl
i inqie searcr 'lh! l.{.rfe Nldl,fsd
A$oahri,n, hid rh. inu{ € ihs, r;, ,hp
LJlpl inn rh! feu \n!p scnre rsrnr.,l

Faster and faster
lhdr s trhc. rhc spee(k irela. h rrlLll

!p.n'1. 'ljpprrrg a tc\r 'e.sdrs. Mri.!r!
rl€. d€d i .bl,Ljr l()6it ( w.s riJne j. I.rr,
f,,,n{i.ial r.{ rlr r.dm.nl r!rrld i...:r k,

'h nralLp . h€r !f . ,iitferp.( t-he!
provded lh€ e{turpnrefr.ixl even qd!e.r.
tz(ll) ftr a LlD lrtiri rran€.l ro rrale .r.l
rac€.l regu ar,- | Aniefc.

Neler d d ire much !joo.l. rhorsh I

dnli I {h or! rd.e rfril rhe P.rker F,n(lri.

For 20 vears Jackie Wilson has
lahbast€d his wav through the sport
ol circuit pow€rboat ra.ing. winning,
flipping, callins a spade a spade and
making manv, many friends-

N.tr hc has rlc. (l!l ro r.1Ll I . l.!. !r
llr\ hf\! | L.!rk b.ck n, thc r.llv da!s. rh.
L !rhlrqhrs ffrl iorNh(rhts )f.{]lnn!urshetl
..rr.) {h.h | .,..! (.!s F. hin,{!,)l

\i,ll.)\ l'oLror nr !()ir!. iv\ Ja.k.
tr'.s nr .(l .q rr)! 'trqr bls.css nl l'o. !

fJ.rb.rr n 1959.)r(L lsau rh,s iftclilrl!
borr zo.nri|q ,^rr rhc $at.r h was aur .g
rh. I)!.htss )f Y.rk frcph,-. dLNdvs run
rhpn ,trcr 1l)11 fn es Ar dnl rhdr YelkN
Pc.l ni l n)mci ntr jl \voul(l gcr !! l()

D,', r lnslr . rlros! d.r!. rh!! trrr! |
x!, .!d.i $1).,,hu r Y,,, w.trr) I .1, '.(l,, tur! t,r !r!,seLI CrLBenqca,l
C,nr ri{r ol rhr t..fdotr rl!b lvo!.ln r

!!ri .1.tr . Lnn ! p.ilfcFh p I !o,L h.l
rnds ,rnl n,! L! Ir Brefdi $.s ,€fuscd
p.nr )ss,nr n) r..! s llL n!'

Rough luck
N'l rri !.r. p.s;lngers n,dtl tr)cs hal

,,mgh hcl Lrk! rhp rrni€ r 1962 NILLe
Bdl.rf! 10.l his p.sscngei n lcaf oul .nrl
n,c il)!u f.r thc .lr.is,r9 b.dt ,rr brhn,l
lrNn dr.l rh. p!.f (lcr .!r h\ |.{,oJI on

Yl)r nr rhf t!,i!5 ueie r..(t" ,)f.
Ll.rnf qrp.|uc tr rh ir ,),1 r|lnr hufLre.l
. ih! n) rld e ,,{ r Th! d€. sis i) !1)
n,!.n rher, rn'j l,( rhrnr JL!u (ikLrN

!:!,(l!n nop
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n Arzona lasl Februar! whef llook the
inboard das s'Lrh th€ Coswodh

Ore thl.s I dld do in the tj.ired Stales
u'as chop mlr blood! nose of{ ll was al
Havasu in 1970 The boat flew !p and so
dd I lh. rroubLe was the boar was heaver
ihan nre and came down belore m€ I
ianded of ll head fisr

Still a pretty boy
'what a mess thar qas k took 44

stilches lo sew il ba.k rogelher aganr'
Never mi.d. Ja.ki€ lroui€ slil a p)etiy

Mercurlr and Wilson paned coDpan! nr
7t soon aher Jackie and a Iellow cal ed
Renalo lvlolinari had Iin shed seco.d in the

'They r€.koned we shoutd hale won
and at the inquesl a certain genrleman
from lral!r staned po ntjng tlre lliger at me
WeLL. lhad the fasresl lap rimes and no
o.e passed n. so il was.l m! damn lauh
And 1 ro d em very clearly llL bei he

fh.re lollowed a two !€ar break. wh€n
Wrl5on raced onL! as i co divef ii rh.
Paris 6 hour 'l boughr my garage lhen
and I tusl didn t have time lo spare Bul no
matler whal I wasn r going ro mlss Paris

Wr son s love aIIat wilh lhe Paris 6 hour
began rn 1959 and lan€d 20 yeaE He
won lhe XU c a$ ii 1964 and. of cous?
the ON lan lear u'th his son Maik

In beiween he has Irnisbed irr every
known place. when he dLd f,nish Hrs Itn
alrenpi was wirh John Deiiingrof nl
Y€llow Peil. bur rhey had ro pull our witb

'Oh. we ve had eeervthing happen to us
ar Paris. bur Ive always enjoged il lisa
greal couEe and a greal setting. with rhe
EiIel Tower h the background

'Anyway. the garage soned itsell out and
back we cane in {ull Iorce rf 74. when Bil
Brouf aid lpooled our r€sourc€s I
boughi the boar and Brcwn the engine and
lhlngs wenr aonq Iin€ until Carlsbeir came
!p with sponso6hiF wo h{25.000'

For reasons which we need not d.lv€
riro. Wikon and Brown lailed 10 reach
agreemenl on cenain issues and that was
the €nd of ihal partrership Tohell wilhil.
I wasn I going io carlr on with ihe team I
didn l like lfe sruation on€ Lirrle bit Blt I

continrcd ouerteol

Abobe: The bedntilul Cos@otth,
conplete a I t h deroJo i I.
Left: The Pqtis 6-hout as it looked
itr 1964.
Botton lelt: Jackie dnd the Jruits

Belou: ln the Paris pits in the
monohutl days ot 1962.
Facins pdge: A grifr Wllson
spo/ting natty helmer and goggles
in 196t.
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Aboae: Jockie Wilson on.l
Don Rofl rcceibe the
Btitih Grand Ptit Ttohy in
1970. Rinsed dte (l) John

LeJt: Wilson ainnitrg the
XT CI6s in Pdtis 1964.
Belou: His l?st rdce.
uhen he took the ON
Closs in Paris uith his

Bottom: One ol the
otigitral cdtamarans dnd
here Jockie is rd.ihg al

kepr on racing and b€atinll Bill Brown
Wilson and Brown dld meel agaD

duing W fdermere Record Week I was
qilen rhe qreen lishr and was headnrg tor
th€ stan lin. whe. Bills boal came up on
my bliid lde and niced nrire r. hal{
Charmng But Lt was purl! an a.ckle.l
.nd rh€y do happen especiall! jn rhis

Brn W i.n h.r m..1. his marl .rr

Windermerc trr ralher more pleasafr wals
He hrck€ rhe Llond Rll itr. rc.oi,l h 7.i)

.r IJ.l 82mph a.d n,creaserl il lo 93 92 i'76 He ilso broke the OZ tr.rld recoid r
hj5 Co*vorrh Llhen s.rcamnu acioss lhe

Most frightening
WLlson sad rhe nrosl lrighr€ning rnomefl

n, h s c.ree, c.n,e uhen h.llned his EU
ovei i. Pans and coul.Lil s.l oul I like i.
be coml! whe. lm rac fs so l nullrd
smngr n o he rrtLp r and u !d!rd m\s.ll
| ..1, C€, nrn f"'r, .f h! L!,1!r I . , gri n

btr bru sed yo! knou. espe. allJ, you bum
'S. lllnied lhe lh.q o!€r a.d.olklf 1

qrl oul We.lged in right fh rrgs slane.l l.
llnr red an.l l lhoughl Oood trle Jackie.
bur ir's am.r.g whar y.trr c.n.lo (hc.
!.r! have ro and rNith the nrosl
;uprrhunraf lu! ol m! Lf. I vaiklrl | .ar
Goa. the atr r.sred sooil 

'
-lhe sadd.n rime u.s ar Parkcr l.nr !e.i

.fiei h. had wor the nrb.n,d class Ke th
Drcklvorth had sleppen in lor . season
a.a rhn\f nLl his ra. ng Lro!! how ir.

''Ihc Co*ronh hn LLLe a lrr,anr an.l
..!€r.iissed. bear drrirg rhe se!€n
h.!)s W. wcru so chufled !ofs.ll lh.l
u.! ro Amerc..nd altcr alllhnl etlorr

'lhf). r'as i treauiituLlgokl rrophy ue
slx)u d h.!e s'on but rh.y uolkl.l g,!€ tr

lo us b€.ause ue had an un.Anrericnf
€.gin. l uas si.k L.ul u. soon qor ow)

Happiest rnoment
'fhe haDpicsl riornenl was al

Cl,aslw.rd nr 1966 Br€fd. hid iLd had
our daughk{. Samh!. i.d Ch.n e
Sheph.,l sai.llh.l i{ lu'on rhe Regent
Cokl Cup n rh€ Bo.r BurLders Trials h.
lvorld br!'h.r i pram

'1r s,as a Brlslol EV q'ilh a Canrn €nCine
.nd lwo. the lrophlr And q'h€n l.,o$ed
rhe Iinrshhg lnr. th. lLy$heel fler'.rul ir)1.)

rhe lakc 5o whall ldr'onlh!Frnnr
And on ihe Iutue ol orc! i ra.r ,s1' ld

hke ro see.n ON class oJe.sl.es b.lshl
Lon lhe Iacr.r! ol bos (andard
€qripnrefl .,1rhre. ..rbrretr.rs a.d a

'I cr lverLrone h.!e a.hnnce. .ot rust
rr. rop $orks nren Thar's fol good J.tr
raci|q or lor spcdalors

H s over.ll inrue$ion ol 2(l !.aA rn
ra.nrs:r'lVa,!eLlous Absolurel! bLood!
mi)velbus lv. lovcd r i.d l reckof l!.
had moR hn ii lhc spnr ihatr any-one

Thais.tuir€ a trib!le ro bolh r..i.g afd
Jn.k. Wilsor No one s n doutr whef hr
doesf l like rhenr. afd on lhc orher har.l
hrs {riends .re h rnds lor lile

lle s a s,eal charact.r and has b.cn a
tfr€ compelitor lor 20 leais We sh.l nr $
him racir! bul ook lod!.rl kr hean.g lh.i
do!r volce now ch€erinir on his so. lrom
the bank WeLl doie Ja.Lie. afd rha.ks
Ior all th.'cx.ilemenl \r.u !e giv.n so
m..y peope br so many lears.
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