
The ultimqte bocrt lor the
ultimcrte crossing

Ever since Richard Branson claimed the Blue Riband for
the fastest crossing ot the Atlantic, there has been a

concerted effolt by adventurers of the sea to build a taster,
better boat to beat his time and speed. Two contenders

have so far tried and tailed, but it now looks as it there will
be a vessel capable of destroying Branson's record .

Atlantic Sprinter.
As yet unbuilt, artists impressions and models of Sprintel

show it to be possibly the ultimate boat. And with a water
jet powered by a Rolls Royce RB.21 l -22B Lockheed Trista:

jet engine, there is no doubt she will probably be the
tastest boat around,
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The dca ior Spr nter ras born wren Adr an
Han] lon. bctter kno!\rn n endLrrance molcr
rac ng c r.es oas prv eged eicJgh ic be:r
thc contro centre dLrr ng Bransons s!ccesslr
cross ng of the Al antc I Vrg n Al:nlc
Cha enger Wlr si there two th ngs strLrck
hm f rsty thai the cross ng ras ma.le lirh
tlrree fle stops ar.l secon.l! that rhere r\ras
not eiolgir tc c\r s on .olerage To th s end
Ailr an €n sled tf,e he p !f offshore powerboat
des gner Don Sfeao ar.l \ir'ord Land Speed
Fccoro ho cler U .hard Nob e and iollether
they begaf to make p ans fof en Jnrerle e.l
rLrn across iire Ar anlc

AthoLrgf SlreaCs.resgn for Sprnler s

After de. d ig thai d ese eng nes oj the s ze
Sp. nlers ream !\'anted lo use \r'/oLr d be roo
heavy Nob e Cec ded 1o ook lor other meafs of
orQpe ng llre bcal By a strang-. t! si of fale he
heard tha: Bo s Fcyce las scrapp n! foLrr cf ls
c il FB 2l I 228 eng fes lsec t. poler
Locklrccd Tr Slar panes Orc .)1tircsc cfg f€s
s capab e .)1 prodLr. ng 30 COC HP and s on y

f !e perceft of tfe,",/e ghl of af eqLr \,a efi

fe:aC rlslred Lrp to the s re r'/lrere these
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eng nes were and had a ook al them Three
were useless foi oLrr purposes. but the Tourth

one had noth ng wrong wlh it We were told
ater that a tholrgh one of the ear esi oi thrs type
oi eng ne t lrad on y been run ior 4l hours ano
was used for sett ng test be.ls Tor olher

We bought l and wllr n n ne days frad t
slr pped to the Cranlle d nslitute oi Technology
in Bedford where t was boled to a concrele
road and tested t f fed f rst t me w ilr no

Now llrai they were rn b!s ness the next step
was to start converling the eng ne to drve a
water let propu sion system Bas caly th s
means thal water s sucked n and lhen
erpe ed throLrqh stern prpes at h qh spee.i
thls prodL.rc ng llre thrust The lwo I lmeire
d ameier Kal4evr'a water]ets are capari e oT

prov d ng 60 tonnes of thfLrst /tramasstowol
31 clb c rnelres per second PLrt simp y t
means the waterlets are capable oi empty ng
an oympc sze swmmng poo wh ch ho ds 2
rn! on tres oi waier - n 64 seconds

UnLike d ese eng nes wtir prope ors the
RB 2rT wth walerjets ncreases ts e,lcency
as the vesse s speed is fcreaseii

Sad Rchard: As thejel eng ne s
optmlsed 10 run a Tr star air ner al600mph
the convers on and th s system means that we
can run spf nLer al a max mlm 70 knols w llr a
crLr sinq speed ol50 knots

A ollrer conlenders for tlre B !e Biband
reg ster 50 52 k.ots max mum sPeed
Accofdi.g to Brchards conrplter anayss
averag ng 50 knols nreans that spr nter w I

comp ete the lourney n Lnder 60 hours
The maln d sadvantage to Lsing tire lei

engne sthat t ncreases tsiue consumpton
per horsepower as 1 s throlled back
(somelh ng that w have 1o be done as
Spnnter becomes ghter to n'ra nta n crLrLS ng
speed) However R chard has prodLrced
sprea.l sheets on fue consumpt on per m e
an.lanaysed tlrat desp le tlr s the300lonnes
of Sfe a!atonlLra tlrat Spr nter !'/ carryw
asl the enlife 2.900+ m es ard fLr(h,cf

Becaus€ ol the s ze of the waler lels and

Allanl c sp,nle,1Prce.red Fiqdesi

ss irn red srales 35 5-dKr r952

GrcarWesen ror;Ki l33s

BLUE RIBAND HALDERS 7838 7986
The chart shaws the steady gtowth curve af the speed af Blue Riband Hald-'ts.
Brcnsans rccard brake thts trend, but praiected ftgures t'or Atlanttc Sprinler \',ti|l
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Richard Noble OBE
Cha rman and Itanag ng Drfector of

Thrust Cars Ltd Faised t2 m lion n cash
and prodLrclto br.r d a car to break the
Wor d Land Speed Record. fiom a zero cash

October 1983 broke Wor.l Laf.lSpeed
Fecord a1633 468mph (sl cLrrent) in
35 000 HP ThLrrst 2 jet car

Adrian Hamilton
The nspraton iorAtanlic Sprnler, and

prov.ler oi eary capita [4anaging Director
ol DLrncan fam lton and Co . specia sts n

Adr ans father, Dufcan raced cars n the 50s
and won ll"re Le Mans 2,1 FloLrr race n 1953
Adr an has aso eLered the efdLrrance race
and has manage.lentries ior the 24 Flour
Endurance Cassc.

Don Shead
nternat ona y refowned des gner of po!,/er

craft and Wond Dese Record hoder Sheads
des gns have won tirree Wor d Ofishore
Champonsh ps. sr ELropean Cramponsh ps
afd l0 Co!,/es - Torquay races n recent y,ears
Don has des gfed 1wo of the fastest ever gas
iLrrb ne yachts Shergar for the Aga Klran and
ForlLrna tof llre KLng of Spain.

the r power Spr fter can of y get d reci ona
stab l,r' ffonr a rudder (Watef lets are
forma y.lrectona an.l steer craft) Ana
slroLr .i thc lct eng ne la slrc lras t /o alx ary
350HP d ese eng nes to pou,,er hcr

Spr nter /r be cre\4ed by af e ght man
team comprsrfg chefefgrfeer capia ri
F chard Don Adran, one {'aichman an.r a
ra! gaior n add ton there w be two
le e! s on .re!! rnembers lfom TN !r'ho r I be
iecor.l ng Lhe lrho e cross ng :nd felayirq t
v a sate teto l0l ol the \r!or d s .olntrics

Ihe ac.omnroclaton on the,iesse s
spartaf bas ca y beds afo to el fac tes
Tie crew \"/ be on a !,ratci rota so over the
1u,o and a haf oays t s est maled the iolrney( take ths senaLrgh Extra fac tesaso
mean exlre ire ght !h ch wou d s ow Spr nter

So iar 41ant. Spr nter Ltd has rased a
bLrt 1600 000 ol tfe I rst m on 1 nee.ls to gei
the boat b! t Aloqether the company has
bLrdgeled for 1.1 nr on io get Spr nter bLr t
tested and nrake the cha efge

Sa d B chard O.ce the rest of th s n t a
maney hes beef ra sed we ur' | be pLrtl ng the
contracl fcr the constrlct on oi tire hu o!1 to
tender. \r!e hope Spr nler !r' I be br t by
sLrmmer o1 1990 !\'hen !\re vr' begnseatras
and realsl ca y !/e w be altempl ng the
cross fq n the sLrmmer of 1991 weather
perm rI ng

Allant c Spr nter lhe lel po!/ered vessel
des gned by Don Shead, drven by R chard
Nob e and part fifanced by Adrlan Ham ton,
s chalenginq for:

The Blue Riband: an a\,rar.lgiv€n Ior
the fastest crossirg of the At antlc Ocean (no

The Vilgin Ailanlic Trophy: Ior the
fastest crosslfg of lhe Atlantc either jlelled

The Daily llilail Trophy: fof lhe fastest
crossing of lhe Allantc easlbound

t s also hoped that a pend nq change n
the rules $/il mean that Spr nter can
clra enge tor the Ha es Trophy. At present
Ilre rules for th s trophy restr ct expermenta
boats irke Sprinter, but a decis on on this is
m'nrnenlly expected frorn the Trustees of the

The crew oi Allant c Sprinter has set-up a
supporters c ub. For five pounds you can
lolf and w be regu ary lnlornred on
deve opments on Spr ntef and be e g ble 10
enter con-rpettions. One of the przes
ava able is a trip to the contro centre dLrring
Spr nter s Atlanlrc run To loi'r tust cut out tlre
coupon be ow All proceeds go 10 Save the
Chlilren Fund and the BNL (see coupon)
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