EXE POWER BOAT & SKI CLUB
New Year’s Day 2008 Rally
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It must be part of the genetic make-up of the club and certainly a tradition that with orders – “must be off the water by 1.30pm as dedicating two new trawlers at 1.30pm”, that the green flag went up at 13:26hrs.  However a happy boating new year was well entered …

A dozen boats for the fray:

#2-Hallet Chevrolet V8 950hp Rob

#47- Buzzi Bullet 600hp Merc XS Drew/Ali

Phantom 28ft 400hp XS Merc Chris/Nick

#717- Bad Boy 21 Phantom Merc EFI 275hp Scott/Dan

#36 - Bubblin’ Hot Cyclone Merc EFI 275hp Rod/ Brad

#80 - Phantom 21 Merc EFI

#5 – Delmar Cougar Honda 225hp Justin Wilmer

Super & Bat Men Ribeye 225hp Yamaha Paul

Red Phantom/Barsch rib 200XS Paul/Guy

A9 – Bernico 130hp Yamaha Rob MacCarthy

A30 - Aquaholics 130hp Yamaha Stuart Williams

A19 – Why Knot? Jeremy Gibson

As Admiral Yamamoto once said

“Be wary of the quiet ones!”

Around Noonish the wind piped up to 14 knots from the south, bringing with it, some threatening black clouds.  The ebb tide started to run out at a couple of knots and was flowing straight into the wind.  A short chop was created and it got progressively bigger and nnnastier toward the far end of the course.  Some survivors later reported, “ten foot swells”.  Some added “very nasty chop on the swells”. 

Other than using a temporary orange mark instead of Trinitas at the Dock turn, the course was the same as Boxing Day. But it wasn’t really the same ‘cos it was rougher.  The rain held off.  But some managed to get wet.

We and the large crowd of spectators on the seafront all had to wait for the lifeboat and the ferry to clear the course before running a very disciplined line abreast behind            Ed Whitton’s Ribeye, flying the yellow flag.  Once clear of Fort Point at the end of the Warren, the green flag went up and everybody was having a good time.  Well maybe for some a short time; Rob Jenkins in his 100+mph Hallet found that stuffing wasn’t just for Christmas and after clearing the cobwebs out with a few greenies, that it was no time for an early bath but a very early retirement. The 95 mph Buzzi rib was in her element and was showing the smaller boats the way round. 
As Drew and Ali Langdon in the P1 SuperSport rib came into sight their bow was leaping mighty high, they swept round the tight Dock turn and there was only one more boat in sight. In fact for a whole minute there was only the one boat. Almost complete silence you could hear a pin drop…. Crikey can I believe my ears it was a Honda boat hanging it out like a goodun only 30 seconds behind Buzzi Bullet. 
Then another 30 seconds break before some noise of EFIs eating their hearts out!  Further down the field after one good lap Rob MacCarthy (what nationality is his boat?) decided that hanging on and hangovers do not mix so he was next to exit.  Then onto the second lap, the lead boat the Buzzi rib of Drew Langdon came back into sight, she seemed to be weaving, and she seemed to be slowing.  She had a throttle butterfly linkage unlink, just after a big bang off a wave, so they were out. 
We all then beholding the wondrous surprising sight … Justin Wilmer in Delmar the 225 Honda boat showing the fleet the way round!  Not only leading but also … still … half a minute ahead of the second boat (Bad Boy)!!  Total silence!  We were stunned and very impressed!  At the end of lap 3 it was still the amazing Delmar now being harried by the bad starting Dodges who were now getting Chris’s Phantom 28 into her stride. But oh woe! And why?! … Delmar led to the Dock turn and did not turn!  She went straight on!, slowed and lit up her retirement strobe. We went over to investigate and the comment from Delmar was … “I don’t want to break the boat”.  This driver obviously has a talent but he must learn that it is guaranteed that boats are sometimes stronger than people.   It is very hard for a boat to win an Exe rally both on the water and on the secret performance index; Delmar was all set to take both legendry awards.  What a pity, but nearly very well done. 
It was interesting to compare performances with Boxing Day, Aquaholics, who pleased and impressed us all (including themselves) found it just too big and them too small. But all credit for keeping going and finishing.  All credit to Batman and Superman who is really a secret estate agent in the Yamaha powered Ribeye. They ran round very consistently and with a bit more speed would have won the rally.

It is great to see the integration of the different offshore racing fleets. We had representations from P1, OCR (Offshore Circuit Racing), Ski racing, Honda and rib fleets. Do I fancy that the huge surge of ribs that were here between 2000 and 2004 has somewhat waned?  Without a doubt if there is one hull that seems to be with us for eternity it must, most certainly, be that Steve Baker creation, the Phantom.

Thanks to safety marshals Pete Cann, Tom Angel, Charles Swales, Mark Cockman, and others.   Also the Start boat’s Ed Whitton and timekeeper Gill Williams. 

DO NOT FORGET TO GET YOUR TICKETS FOR THE EPBSC DINNER & DANCE Saturday 26 JANUARY 2008 WOODBURY PARK (was Nigel Mansell’s Golf Course recently bought by power boater and water-skier Rob Hawkins). £27.50. Ring me for tickets 07773868308

Ed Williams-Hawkes

who ‘got’ the fotos from…

http://www.exepics.co.uk/portfolio25088.html 

or visit the Club Website www.exmouthskiclub.com/powerboat/  
