HE name of Cougar, a small company

of speciahst buiiders of racing cata-
marans, appears with increasing ragularity
in the results of international powerboat
events, both circuit and offshora

Thair arnval at the 1op stared in 19659
when the James Beard/Clive Curtis cat
Yolare |17 won the Swanage "B0O" national
Clazz |1l Offshore Powerboat Raca, so
becoming the fiest multihall craft 1o win
such an event. A string of impartant suc-
cesses followed during that season and.
encouraged by thess achievements, the
Beard/Curtis  partnership  moved their
Cougar Marning set-up from a  small
Thames-side yard at Hampton to thair
present Hounslow premisas. Hara they
cancentrate on  the developmeant and
praduction of some of the fastest boats
competing anywheare in the world.

The Cougar works s one of those
friendly, informal places wheare gvaryons
in the team does something of averything.
Although James Beard is primarily the
designer of basic hulls while Clive Curtis
i5 the engineer, most of the work con-
nected with production is shared between
them and their small, highly expert staff,

The recard of individual succossas. by
Cougar boats is by now guite remarkable.
Perhaps 1270 was the yaar of outstanding
offshore performances, notably by "Hy-
Mac', Kan Cassier's Maearcury-powered
Putney-Calais winner, and by 'Black
Panther’. Third in the Calais race despite
being strandad on a sandbank for 40 min,
'Black Panther’ was later to take the
Class 1 woarld spead record

Theze two boats and another Cougar
multihull, "AlIf-E', between them collected
10 first places, four seconds and a third
in 11 of the year's foremost offshaore
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Ken Cassiar's highlysuccessful ofﬁ:hare racer ‘Hy-Mac':photo by Brian Dewey.
During 19717, a number of interesting

designs came from the Hounslow works,
including the very successful "Catapult’, a

Class Il catamaran powered by a 3-lare
Volvo Penta inboard, and the amazing
‘Mise Guernsey' —28 ft of Class ||

Befow is ‘Catapult’, the Class I cat with a 3-Iitre Volve Penta inboard.
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used to be with Dot Motoreyeles, weorking on an engineg.

| James Beard at s drawing-board and Clive Curtis, wha
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catamaran propelled 700 hp of turbo-
charged Mercruiser.

Currently under development—and this
includes wind tunnel and water tank
tasting of hull forms, through co-operation
with Mewcastle University—is a 30 ft
offshore boat intended for the forthcoming
Lendon—Mente Carlo race. This will be a
three- or four-man tunnel boatl with four
large outboards, which must suraly be the
mast ambitious project so far.

Mot content with their offshore suc-
cosses, Cougar also have one of the fastest
circuit beats around, in “Woodmariner',
sponsored by the famous Latham timber
concarm. Its performance has so impressecd
Evinrude's competitions department that
Beard has boen offered full works backing
thiz summer, with special factory engines
and service at all the major international
circuits, With the possibility of a two-boat
tearn, the Cougar Maringe entry is now in
with a real chance of beating the
Amencans and talians.

At the Cougar Marine factory, there
is a strong insistance on Duckhams
Quthoard Two-stroke Off.

Swan chases cat, as James Beard
puts a boat through its paces. This
and the other Hounsfow pictures are
by Brian Holder.
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The waorks racer, "Woodmariner,
with James Beard at the whesl This
again is a Brian Dewey picture,

With the boat firmly attached to its
trailer, Clive Curtis runs in a new
Evinrudeon Cougar’slocal test water.

L
it i,

ﬁﬁuﬂﬂﬁ“

NOW IT IS BELUE

Because of the low ratic of ol to
petral that is needed when Duck-
fams Outhoard Two-stroke QN 5
psed, I now incorporates @ blue
die — fust (o guard against the risk
of starting up withowt ary ol at all
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