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MR. ARONOW
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Complnies. ]hc ,\ronorv Complnies
nldc Don Aronos'a n llonalrc .ight
vears afrcr BrookllD College. IIe buih
houses, shopping c.ntcs, end iid$rd'
al buildnrgs in rhe hoi rcal cstate nra.'
k€t of dre fifties in N.w Jc6c), ind iD

1960 hc dccided to.ttne.
Jlm lv)DDe naval architec!,

Drarnre engin.er, and in the €rd! six
rier one oi tbc cast of chara.tt$ who
nud€ olTshorc ponrrboat udng nor
oDly r reboii nron bu! a hairy f.rnl
of R & D for th. fasr borts rhar tbc
world rxk.s fof gnnred todal
remeftbers Aronowk b€ginnnrgs as a
boatbuild.r .nd racc drive.. "He was a

gu) who cmc dowr fronr New Jescy,
peopir std, and hc would drile ln
with d Rolh Rovce erd he rvould see

'fher las A.ono$ rwenry lca6
lgo r man wirh a lot of ntun.v and
eDdgy ard norhng mu.h t() do. The
bont wrs a lrodified-vee hdl built b)
rhe.enowned Howard Abbey. bd
$'har Arono* rvant.d to do $'ith it
was ro wi. th€ ,Mdmi Na$au Race.

The.e were r tcq froblens. The
engines rvere ;s.ellcd s'rons porr
engine n, surboard aDd vlce-vesr
rnd rhe shallos-rce hull urs only last
on flar warc.. The rrce rcross thc GuLt

Srreanr .equi.ed x d.epvcc, a Jjm
$IDne and Sxn criflirh had proved
spe.tlculul! in 1960. Still .be .od
petii!e AtunoN firjshed r.espect2ble
fou.rh in rhe 1962 n'iiami-Ni$atr run
after his boat\ a$ backwards entrns
had b€€n squxrcd alra). H. rlso Un-

ished his serrch for sonething hc Llked

ro do. H. Iikcd to race borts.
In thc 63 \a$ru Ra.e, rlorow

rar a 27-foot deep-ree boai dcsjgned
by Peicr cxerke. Thn Line hc was

il;dihc nas gettlng cl(rtr. l'h!r ]car
h€ celrc io Jim $)n.€ rnd waLt

waltcs to commi$ion a bodt for tu
tur. racjrg somelhn,g snrll Mdr hlgh
d.edrisc a Ligh.r'eight, responsn'c
m!.hin. ihar s'ould srill b€ cnpxble ot
.llpping elorg jn dre Cdf Sredr oL

solring .ff irig sces aDd landing {,idl

The bort thdl Wdrcs dres'aDd
\vfne engine€.ed wd drc Formuli
231, a 2l-foore. drar pur Do! Aronos'
in dre boatl,uildnrg buslrc$. The
Fonnula Bo,t compent was a rrue ex
.use 11, b. inrohcd nr racing. !onnul,
2lls wdc built for genll€ine. sports
m.n: but thc real llrpose ofdre enrcr
prisc was dre racing rern -{n)now flt
rogether in a sporr thar wxs Saiij.g
nomcDrum as a hruiin8 ste.rxclc and
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i launching pad fd hteresirg new

Jrn wynne wxs rrcins on
Arcnow\ team then, lloDg *i.h lake
Trottcf. ALan Brown, Sxn Slrx,
Ceorge Peroni, Bill Shard KIdd, rnd
llrirain's Lord Lucm, and rhey did
well lrith rhcir 23 foot srerD-drive
boars no ovcrall wins bur a lor of sec-

"Wc kno.kcd ihem dexd $ith
cLa$ wlns," says  Jonon.

Aronor"s tern ra.€d snrller rnd
lcs porvertul boxts rhaD their .ivals. I!
ws a David ard Gotiarh gamc rhey en-
joycd plarnrg, ald rhere $'ere scvcruL
$'ars tu win. Aronowt stvle lrd ro
pur the throftles jD rle .ornef and
push dre big guvs unl rleir engines
blcw or anv of a hundred orhcf irems
camc unsru.k. Jnn wynnc s sryle, be
iitilng rn engineer, rvas ro scr up hn
machrnery so perfecrll drar hjs bolts
w.re foolprcof as weil as fasr. Aronow
rnd wynne both $'on racesj bur
Aronow brcime famo$ for fires and
explosnrns. The orher driveF begon ro
cdll hinr "The Animal".

The Animal b.gan to be uDbcar
airLr in the mid sixiies when he com
bined his hard.hlrging stlle wiih
some$'l,at morc respe.t for .he equil
Drcnt. In 1967 he rvon the Offshore
World Champn,nship wnh ri'o 28-foo!
Mlgnums, one of theDr rhe first ou!
bodd boat b sin,D iDternarioDal
ra.e. Hc wrs U.S. Narbnal Chainpion
m 1968, Jnd nr 1969 he blew evcr_v-

Aronolr\ pcrformancc h 1969
wa so thoomenrl it can hardlr be
dcscibed. IIe won the Long Beach
Enscnadr Rrce ar a worLd record arcr
agc speed of 67.1 mphr ihen he won
thc Grtcwry ,Marx o! ar \!csr Pdm
Beachi rhrn he wo. rhe tsrhamxs 500
on a dxy shen he woke rvirh a l.ver
ovcr 100! , averagmg 6.1.5 

'nph 
for

5,10 milcs of d.dging conl headsrfien
he rac.d h Nrples. Itxly, fo. a seco.d
placc aDd at Vlar€g{io id hothe. first
ar 7,1.3 rlfh pace $rr bext hn
EDsenada rccofdr then lte son dre
Ilenncs_! Lon! Beach Race !r r
cousc rccord clip;thcn hc brokc ihc
race record ard finishcd first or
Engl.nd's boatbreaking Coq'es Tof
qu.y cousci ihc! hc ran dre ycar's
Mixni Ne$ru gauntl.t whrhg ir, of
couse, dd, oddlr clough, brcakng
dre .ou^e record. He was givcn ncarly
every honor in poirffboar ftclng at rhe
end of that chxnpionsh{ ser$n, .nd
he retned froft .lng lvlrh llrerally no
dot elrlds tu .onquef.

(cantintu.l at pdre 5a)
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t{r do the fishnrg) "Be.tum Burgess"
kept things nr bJr.ce rrith a haDdful
of rnrge.s frcn Bourbon Street $,ai.h
0ut ntr thrt crjun Pow€rl

At tlie opcnjDg farq (which was
corfon(red by rhe Bahdixn
iVinisr.v of lourism), th€ iuinisl€r
bimself, th€ Hononblc Ljtrngstone N.
Coaklcl-i!ho \!rs acconrpan'ed by
orc of his 2ides Mikc Jarvis an.l his
pro.o.ol officer craiS Clarke con
g tulrted both Hur.h ard Schacffcr
for rhen rrenrendous sp;ir of coofcn
tir. comperition The i\'linisrcr atso

tr.sented e,ch contesrinr s'irh a conr
memo.ariv€ plaquc. Aho on hand wN

forc drc roun,el stx.t€d, thest suterb
!i crcs o! 

"le 
6r5t,e$ challenged

Hut.h rnd S.htreffef to a lorn,atrcrlis

'nrich. 
The grn€ its€lf wasn'r all d,ar

.risf. bui the outlts were simplr
eLcganr-spccially Pishock\.

Bctwccn rlc coDtercnccs aDd aD

occrsionll nap, drcy did maDage ro do
$me ljsl]ng. 1h._! were asiouDded
wher dr.) !ciually had a doublc head-
.r of blucs on for a nomen.. The drrg
rras roo dght on one,Dd the lire
popped like r sflng on . Tnher; drc
oihcr.sopcd nr rhc shock s'avc.

Meanwhile oD th€ IIafieras borts,
P€re Boiri brcught in a 28pound

babl white, Eilc BnrghaD oD Cdnniral
had r 5.1 pourd whire, amd Prul Baker
on F e Trle. was lq)king good 1ti.h x
l8r pourd bhLe. Hoitcvcr, rh€
Bcrirenrs irere not idle. Loitus Roker
had a 58-ponDd whltc. Bob Cockran
oD Fr're Ct hrd r 122 pound blue- ard
Jin R!$ell stafted his marlin march
with a I75-pourd b1uc. So on the firs
dar. Bertum led Hafteros 565 t)
461-n.1 Hut.h lrasn\ all rhrt hxppf.

A\ w. rpliroached Chub trft.r drai
first d!)'s fishirg, we could see riro
bolts xnchorcd on eithe. sid€ ot the
chmnel. As \re got close. we could sce

kontun.d on pa.se s6)

a fresh stock of Mercruiser pafts to
rhe srle of thc companyt used heli'
copter lvas quickly resolved.

In the afternoon, lisitors from
France were given a tour of rhc shop,
Aronow's otd coach Happr' Funh
called and made AJdnow hugh so hard
he spiLled a pne of papers off his desk,
and a forenrn.ame nr to ralk rh. bo$
out of sode equipmenr drar didnl
sccrn nece$af). The mcn knoB
bette. ivhat thev nccd," AJonorv

"l rhink one of dre rhings I mksed
here xt Clgarette wd this running rhe
pll.t the way I rvant," AJonow t€lh
m.. "And herring from lry lrlends
Iike King Huseir." Iiusein, Sfain\
juan carios, severxl lheiks, Vicc
President George Blsh, xnd I ft^ref of
rmportant men around drc rvorld xre
among his custome6. and rhel' are

"When one of rhc kings .alls,"
Aronow sxys, we ahrays xsk 'which
king is ir?'lhey get a big kick oor of

Aronorv h.s lisired Iluscln rnd
Juan ca.ios on hls tips abroad, and
once a! a poljiical rrlly Ceorge tsush

to corner Aronoiv and
ger down ro some se*rus busjncs.

'l'he .onsole af the Cigarette, d ir
pr.xn)e 6 the tural nrchine, is de,
sisne.t Jir effic ienqi.

"Don, do _vou rhink I ought to
feplace my rwo iUercrusc6 iuth
somerhing more powerfxl, or should I
have drem rebuik?" Bush xskcd.'Ihc
Vice Pfesidcnr oirls a Cigarcric 28
which he keeps ar his lacatio! honc in

Aronow's ofiicc .i cigar.rtc s a

junblc of sliip nrod.ls in .$es, piles of
papeNork and cxt)l{rgs, fil,erghss cor€

When one of the kings
calls, rve allvays ask
"Which king is it? "

srnples, rnd shcli'cs that hold scores
.f dusty trophics. Lr rhc nc$'offices at
Squadron XII acro$ drc srree., herps
.nd boxcs of sruff nr t\ro jusr-fin ish ed
upstais .oonrs in.lud€ eighty nlnc
n\oe roph,es, ten awdd plaqu.s, and

fr.s clippnrb6 and boating magazines
th.i go beck ro 1963. Thcre are srill
nrorc trothics iD Afonowk ho8€. and
any Dunrber ofo.hers tha. he h$ given
away ovef dre I ex6.

A\ked about hir c2vnlier arii.trde
loitard a$'ards, Aronow qlotcs a re
inark JeaD Claude Kilh oncc madc
about thc skinrg ffophics he no*ed
as'av in his bascmcnr, "-lhar's all in
lhe fasri itt bciiff to look lorwdd t{)

On. o{ thr plxques buried u.de.
.he malt.,i!.s xnd phoiogrrphs in the
uprxtrs loonr at Squadron xtl rcads,
"lt rakes as much cffort to lose as it

An)no* hrs lefr rhar one behind
rlong with the hxndredodd rrophi€s,
drc Bnrklln coll€ge llall of Fxm€
as'.rd, ard dre menbcship.rnifi.ate
nr $c Americu Polvci Bort /\socil
rion\ presr'g'ous Honor Squ..lion.
-{fref filq fou ycas of winring, Don
.j "1", r:",:, rc!d J |L1qu, ro rL


